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influence. In such cases there may be little or no objective
judgment of the act, because the decision of the will, purely
internal in character, is hidden from outward observation;
but it does not escape subjective judgment We behold
ourselves first and chiefly in the light of our inner will, and
so we cannot hide from our self-judgment those inner acts
which never become outward deeds, even those which by
their very nature are incapable of outward expression.
If our powers of thought and will did not find themselves
constantly controlled by this voice of self, which can never
be wholly silenced, the education of the will would lack its
most efficient auxiliary. Of course the external effects of
the act are not wholly indifferent, even for its subjective
estimation. It is only in the judgment which we pass upon
our own character that the volition which has no outward
effect is decisive ; and even this judgment may be modified
favourably or unfavourably, according as other internal
volitions or chance external influences contribute to make
the transition to the outward act more or less easy. By
reason of its effects on the surrounding world, and the
helping or hindering influences which our Ego thus exerts
on others or*on a totality of individuals, the outward mani-
festation of will must always be of the first importance
in moral judgment. Above all, a deeper reason for its
importance is to be found in the fact that only when motive
and purpose are followed by an external effect can the
individual will operate upon a total will, and under such
circumstances alone can it share to a certain extent in the
expressions of this total will. However, even the purely
internal activity of the will is not wholly without its effects.
It brings about continual changes in our inner life, and it is
responsible for the permanent influences which certain
tendencies of disposition and thought exert upon personal
character.